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Teaching and Reflecting on a Reading Comprehension Lesson Sequence:

Lesson Planning for Nonfiction

Read-Aloud Lesson

Due: March 20, 2006

Part One:  

Select a text related to interests of students or to the content areas you are studying (“Umbrella Topics” in Math, Science, Social Studies, Literature).  

Select an nonfiction text reading strategy to teach.  Consult grade-level standards and your cooperating teacher for this selection.  Choices include (see Harvey and Goudvis):

a. Activating/building background knowledge
b. Making connections
c. Questioning
d. Drawing inferences
e. Visualizing
f. Determining important ideas
g. Synthesizing information
Select an instructional activity to teach the reading strategy.  Some of the activities described in the Harvey and Goudvis text include:

h. Connecting text to self, text to text, text to world
i. Marking text
j. Overviewing
k. Identifying nonfiction features using shared text (big book, overhead)
l. Distilling Important ideas from Interesting Details
m. Reading and Inferring Answer to a Specific Question
Many additional instructional activities are described in Strategies that Work.

Write a brief introduction.  Include annotated bibliographic information for the chosen text(s), what strategy you have chosen and the activity to teach this strategy.  Explain the rationale for these choices.

Part Two:  Design a sequence of at two to three connected, consecutive lessons, using the lesson plan format.  Before implementing the lessons in the classroom, be sure that your cooperating teacher and your supervisor have had a chance to review your lessons and give you feedback.  

Part Three:  Teach your lessons.  Reflect daily on each lesson and adjust subsequent lessons based upon your reflection.  In your reflection, include assessment evidence that indicates the learning objective was/was not met for that day.  This reflective step may be handwritten and informal.
Part Four:  Reflect on your lesson sequence. Include overall assessment information , and information about what lesson(s) would follow the last, based upon student achievement. 
